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Part 1 

The Operation 



101 On 2 April 1982 in an act of unprovoked aggression against British 
sovereign territory and British people Argentine forces invaded the Falkland 
The next day they invaded South Georgia. These invasions were 
launched despite urgent calls upon the Argentine Government from the President 

0 to USA to pfesident of the United Nations (UN) Security Conned and 

1 Secretary General of the UN to desist from military action The invasion 
immediately condemned by the UN Security Council m its Resoluton 5(K 
That Resolution went on to call for an immediate withdrawal of the Argentm 
fo"cupXg the Falkland Islands, and for a peaceful settlement of the 

dispute. 

i 02 The Government made clear from the first its willingness to accept and 
ahidp 1-v Resolution 502. We engaged in intense and prolonged diplomatic 
t fvhv in pm “it of a peaceful solution. But we could not depend upon t 
We therefore took military steps intended to put genhm ^ to 

withdraw and to make possible our rep^session o nva sion HMS 

rruni^om to head what was to 

become the largest task force m recent history. 

103. While diplomatic efforts continued the net was gradually ^wn more 
tightly around the Argentine garrison on t e a a ^ 
imposed a maritime exclusion zone ^“" a iach by Argentine 
Argentine naval ships. On 23 Ap . , f w - tll t ^ e mission of British 

forces which could amount to a tot to « h the m ^ ^ ^ 

forces in the South Atlantic woul u * r e C P apt ure of South Georgia 

the task force repossessed t ft eArgentoe Government and provided clear 

dealt a psychological blow to the Arg willineness to resort to military 

evidence of the United Kingdom s res f orC e an anchorage 

showed no signs of yielding on any 
points which could make negotiations possible. 

on a total exclusion zone was 

104. We took further measures: on 30 Ap ^ on 7 May we 

imposed; on 1 May Bolt stan ^ military aircraft over 12 miles from the 
warned that any Argentine warship . oi : m 1 1^ . ^ ^ m stage ^ way vas 

Argentine coast would be treated a peaceful withdrawal of their 

open for the Argentine Government to a P P Falklands would have to 
troops. They declined, and it became clear mar 

be retaken by force. 
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